CCGS Class of 1962 - 50th Anniversary Reunion

 

Members of the Class of 1962 were sent their ‘50 Year Club’ pins in January as a precursor to the 2012 anniversary celebrations.  40 class members attended the reunion lunch on Friday 18 May 2012.  There is strong camaraderie in the Class of 1962 which has been holding an annual lunch for a number of years ably organised by Sandy Clarkson and a sub-committee he convenes.  Congratulations to the work of the sub-committee who attracted old boys from around the world for the anniversary!

 

From Canada we had Ian Hodge who was the special guest speaker at lunch on the Friday. He reminded us all of a number of forgotten masters, remembered masters, and a number of features of being at school. Not specifically mentioned but remembered were cuts, detentions, cadets, dysentery at Northam and of course civil defence at Mount Claremont.

 

Interstate visitors were Bruce Calder (ACT), Ian Cook (NSW), Tom Flintoff (Vic), Michael Slee (SA), Jim Wall (NSW), Cory Williams (Vic) and Chris Wright (ACT). Their effort in attending was appreciated by all of us.

 

The day began with a tour of the school which reminded those on tour of just how much had changed over the last 50 years.  
There followed the lunch at Claremont Yacht Club including this ‘official’ class photo and a welcome from Hamish Jolly (1983) President of the Old Boys’ Association.    There is no doubt that the apologies were missed.

Christ Church Grammar School (since 1910)

 

Providing Preparatory and Secondary teaching for approximately 1,600 boys (day students and boarders) Christ Church Grammar School is located in Claremont on a site between Stirling Highway and the Swan River.

 

Maximum use was made of the River aspect with the construction in 1969 of the School Chapel. Its commanding position offers breathtaking views. The significance of the building was acknowledged when it was awarded the Royal Australian Institute of Architects (WA) Bronze Medal for 1970.

 

The Christ Church Grammar School Science Building was opened in 1990 when a successful fundraising appeal, which had been launched in 1987, was well underway. The building, which provides preparation areas, laboratories and classrooms for Biology, Chemistry and Physics, combines clever space utilisation and sympathetic architecture to provide a major teaching facility in the centre of a crowded campus.

 

Development of the campus has continued more recently with the Collaborative Learning Centre (Library) and Administration opening in 2004, Future sphere in 2005, new Visual Art and Design & Technology building in 2008, and Gymnasium extension in 2010.  Renovation of pre-existing classroom blocks to create new Student, Teacher and Computing Centres in the Senior School.

 

No doubt the physical structure of the school will continue to change but it is the calibre of graduating students and what they go on to achieve in life after leaving school which is the true mark of the institution.

